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different noises which may be created in the latter, and
both these properties prove to be important elements in
the formation of the series of sounds which are employed
in speech.

THE LARYNX AS AN APPARATUS FOR PRODUCING TONE.

Turning our attention again to the minute anatomical
description of the larynx which has been given in a pre-
vious section, we must now discover how far it may be
regarded as an apparatus for producing tone, or, if we
prefer the expression, as a musical instrument.

In this respect the most important part of the larynx
is formed by the vocal plates, which, converging upward
in a concave form, cause a local contraction of the upper
part of the windpipe; they terminate in edges which pass
horizontally from before backwards, and are called the
vocal chords. Their outer surface is covered in such a
manner by the thyro-arytenoid muscle and cellular tissue,
that the mucous membrane which lines the windpipe
passes outwards in a horizontal direction above the vocal
chords, as far as the latter are concerned in the pro-
duction of tone. The fissure lying between the vocal
chords (the glottis) is, therefore, really formed by two
protuberances projecting on either side, which in a vertical
cross-section present a triangular appearance, and are
so situated, with their sharp edges in juxtaposition, as
to enclose between them the glottis (cf. Fig. 24). From
below, therefore, the entrance to the glottis presents the
appearance of a wedge; from above, on the contrary,
that of a fissure in a level surface. The above only
refers to that portion of the edges of the vocal plates
which is really employed in the production of tone, to the
larger anterior division, namely; for the smaller posterior